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SUPPLEMENTAL EXAMINER'S ANSWER 

In addition to the letter mailed May 0 1 , 2008, the following comments are made to address the apparently new argument raised in the 
"REPLY BRIEF" (reply) filed March 17, 2008. The argument in the reply that "Oropallo does not qualify as prior art" (pg. 5), is 
meritless. Appellant appears to rely upon a filing date benefit of prior application serial no. 09/593,724 (724) in support of this 
statement. However, the official USPTO records indicate the '724 application became abandoned June 17, 2002, prior to the filing of 
intervening application serial no. 10/229,533 ('533). The '533 application was filed August 28, 2002, and therefore was not copending 
with the '724 application. Absent copendency, a filing date benefit cannot be made. This issue was fully addressed in appellant's 
related appeal case, application serial no. 10/674,862 ('862). An accepted brief was filed April 12, 2008 in the '862 application. 



/KAREN M. YOUNG/ 

Director, Technology Center 3700 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 



/Robert M. Fetsuga/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3751 



